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An operatic "It's a Wonderful Life"
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“Sahane Hayat” (“It's a Wonderful Life") operasinin bestecisi Jake Heggie
ve metin yazari Gene Scheer (Foto: Robert H. Hart).

“It's a Wonderful Life” composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene Scheer
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steci Jake Heggie ve metin yazar

Gene Scheer'in “Sahane Hayat” ("It's

a Wonderful Life") filminden sahneye

aktardigl opera adaptasyonunun

diinya promiyeri 2 Aralik 2016 tarihinde

Houston, Texas'in kiiltir merkezi
Wortham Theater Center'in Cullen salonunda gergeklestirildi. Bu
promiyerin izleyicileri arasinda yer alma sansinda kavustum. Iki
salonu olan kiiltir merkezinin biiyiik salonu ise prémiyer aksami
Noel geleneklerinden bir bagkasina, Tchaikovsky'nin “Findikkiran”
balesine ayriimigti.

Sene sonundaki Noel tatilinde yer alan geleneksel etkinlikler
arasinda Handel'in oratoryosu “The Messiah”, Charles Dickens'in
“A Christmas Carol” dykiisiini konu alan oyunlar, “Miracle on
34th Street” filmi, ve Heggie/Scheer ortak galismasina ilham
kaynagi olan Frank Capra'nin sevilen 1946 filmi “Sahane Hayat”
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. Hart).

mposer Jake Heggie and
librettist Gene Scheer's
operatic adaptation of "It's a
Wonderful Life" was given its
world premiere on December
2, 2016 by Houston Grand
Opera in the Cullen Theater, the smaller of the two halls at
the Wortham Theater Center in Houston, Texas. I was lucky
enough to be in the audience of this premiere. Interestingly,
the larger hall of the Center was reserved that evening
for another holiday tradition, Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The
Nutcracker”

There are of course other popular Holiday standards:
Handel’s oratorio “The Messiah’, plays based on Charles

Dickens “A Christmas Carol”, the movie “Miracle on



(“It's a Wonderful Life") sayilabilir. Heggie’nin bu yeni eseri Noel
ve yeni yil zamaninin hislerini dile getiren opera formundaki ilk
calismalardan oluyor.

LIBERTY, FILMS
Frank

(APRISE

| RN SARSYMERT - TRIMAS MITCRIL RENRY TRANGES
FE VR = = LA A
L

Basrollerini James Stewart ve Donna Reed'in oynadig1 1946
Frank Capra filmi “Sahane Hayat"in afisi

The poster of the 1946 Frank Capra film “It's a Wonderful Life”
starring James Stewart and Donna Reed.

Basrollerde James Stewart ve Donna Reed'in yer aldig| Capra
filmi “Sahane Hayat” 1945'te ¢ekildi. Filmin konusu Philip Van
Doren Stern’in 1943 tarihli “En Biiyiik Armagan” (“The Greatest
Gift") adh bir kisa 6ykiisiine dayanir. Film giinimiizde Noel
atmosferini en iyi yansitan eserlerden biri olarak addediliyor
ama agilisinda elestirmenlerden hem olumlu hem olumsuz
elestiriler aldig gibi parasal olarak da zararla kapandi. Bir siire
rafa kaldirildiktan sonra ancak 1970'lerden itibaren Amerikan
televizyonlarinda yayinlanmaya baglayan film, zamanla Noel
zamaninin ikonik gosterilerinden biri haline geldi.

Filmde New York eyaletinde Bedford Falls adli hayali kentte
yasayan George Bailey'in hayatindaki kayda deger olaylara sahit
oluruz. Geng George kardesinin hayatini kurtarir ama kendisinin
bir kulag artik duymamaktadir. Yaptig bir bagka iyilik kent
eczacisinin ilag yerine yanlglkla gonderdigi zehirli maddeyi
farkederek biiyiik bir felaketi 6nlemesidir. Kardesi okulu bitirip bir
savas kahramani olur; George ise yiiksek okula gitme planlarini
ve dlinyay gezme hayallerini bir tarafa birakarak ailenin kiigiik
Yap!i ve Kredi sirketini yagatmaya caligir. Ama mali sorunlar gikar,
ustelik dikkatsiz amcasi sirket igin hayati 6nemi olan biyiik bir
meblag paray! kaybeder. Kendini mahvolmanin esiginde bulan
George, yasaminin bir degeri kalmadigini ve hayat sigortasinin
onu ailesi icin 6lii olarak canlindan daha degerli kildigina kendisini
inandinr. Intihar etmeyi diisiinerek ¢iktigi kopriide Noel aksami
Clarence adl sevimli bir koruyucu melek tarafindan ziyaret edilir.
Clarence, George’un hayatindaki gesitli olaylari yeniden yaratarak
yaptiklarinin sayisiz insanin hayatina nasil olumlu etkisi olduguna
George’a gosterir. George’un hayatini kurtarip insan hayatinin
kutsalligina olan inancini geri getirir.

Besteci Jake Heggie ile yaptigim bir sdylesi AKOB dergisinin
Nisan 2016 tarihli sayisinda yayimlandi (Sayi 35, Ingilizce/
Tiirkge). O zamanlar “Great Scott!” adli operasini yeni bitirmig
olan Heggie yeni projesi “Sahane Hayat" lizerine ¢alismaktaydi.

34th Street”, and the inspiration for the newest Heggie/
Scheer collaboration, Frank Capra’s beloved 1946 film “It’s
a Wonderful Life”. Heggie’s work is one of the first in the
opera genre targeting the contemplative but also uplifting
mood associated with the Holiday season.

Capra’s movie was made in 1945, starring James Stewart

and Donna Reed. It is in turn based on “The Greatest Gift,”
a 1943 short story written by Philip Van Doren Stern. The
movie has become almost synonymous with the Holiday
spirit, although its opening received rather mixed reviews
and was not a financial success. It lay dormant for some
time only to emerge on the American television screens in
the 1970s , and has become one of the iconic holiday classics
ever since.

In the movie, we follow significant events in the life of
George Bailey, in the fictitious New York State small town
of Bedford Falls. As a child, George saves his brother’s life,
as a result of which he loses hearing in one ear. As another
good deed, he prevents a disaster at the local pharmacy by
noticing the inadvertently packed poison instead of the
intended medicine.

His brother grows up to be a war hero while George gives
up his own plans of college and world travel to save the
family business, the town’s small Building & Loan company.
However there are financial difficulties and on top of these
his careless uncle loses a large cash deposit. Teetering at the
precipice of complete ruin, George is convinced that his
life is worthless and his insurance policy makes him worth
more dead than alive. Contemplating suicide he is about to
jump off a bridge on Christmas eve when he is visited by a
lovable guardian angel named Clarence, who goes over the
consequences of the events that led him to the bridge and
shows him how much his existence has enhanced the lives
of countless other people. Clarence saves George’s life and
restores his belief in the value of human life.

Yonetmen Frank Capra ve James Stewart 1945 yilinda
“Sahane Hayat" filminin setinde

Director Frank Capra with James Stewart on the set of the film
“It's a Wonderful Life” in 1945.

An interview I made with Jake Heggie appeared in the
AKOB magazine of April 2016 (No. 35 issue, in English &
Turkish). At that time, Heggie had just finished his opera
“Great Scott!” and was working on “It's a Wonderful Life”
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Besteciye dykiiniin karakterinin operaya ne kadar uygun
oldugu iizerine sordugum bir soruya cevap nitelikteki sozlerini
aktariyorum:

“Sahane Hayat"in hikayesini veya filmini hatirlarsak, yasaminin
herhangi bir degeri olmadigi diistincesiyle aklindan kendini
oldiirmeyi gegiren bir adamin dykiistidiir. Bir mucize olur ve bir
melek tarafindan ziyaret edilir. Melek ona yasami siiresince
dokunup degistirdigi hayatlari gdsterir, diinyanin onun sayesinde
daha iyi bir yer olduguna onu ikna eder. Bu adam intihar edip
her seyi geride birakmayi diigiiniirken aslinda diger insanlarin
yasaminda ne kadar olumlu etkisi oldugu ve varliginin bu diinya
icin ne kadar 6zel oldugunu anlar. Bana gére bu ¢ok operatik bir
konu.

Bu melegin rehberliginde kendisi hakkinda bilmedigi seyler
kesfeder. Gergekte hepimizin hayatinda ne kadar ozel ve degerli
oldugumuzu gésterecek melekler var, yeter ki bunu anlamak igin
durup diisiinelim. Bu tiim zamanlar ve tiim insanlar igin gegerli bir
kavram; bizi insanogullari olarak ilgilendiren bir konu. Tek bir insan
hayatinin bile hepimiz igin ne kadar énemli oldugunu gésteriyor.”

Bu konunun hig sliphesiz Heggie igin ¢ok 6zel ve kisisel bir anlami
da var. Bestecinin kendi babasi, Heggie daha on yasindayken
intihar etmis.

Jake Heggie, “Dead Man Walking” (metin Terrence McNally),
“Moby-Dick” (metin Gene Scheer), “Great Scott!” (McNally),
“Three Decembers” (Scheer), “To Hell and Back” (Scheer), “Out
of Darkness” (Scheer), “At the Statue of Venus” (McNally) ve “The
Radio Hour” (Scheer) operalarinin basarili bestecisi. Heggie'nin
ayrica 250'den fazla sarkisi, oda miizigi, koro ve orkestra igin
eserleri bulunuyor.

“It's a Wonderful Life” Houston Grand Opera’nin Heggie'ye
ismarladigi tigiincii opera oluyor. 1955'te kurulan bu opera
toplulugunun geng bestecilere iIsmarladigi ¢cok sayida yeni eser
var. 1973 yilindan bu yana 61 diinya promiyeri ve yedi Amerika
prémiyerine ev sahipligi yapan Houston Grand Opera, 2008
yilinda Heggie'nin “Three Decembers” operasinin ve 2011'de
sarki demeti “Pieces of 9/11"in prémiyerini yapti. Heggie'nin
bundan dnce Gene Scheer ile gerceklestirdigi ortak calismalari
arasinda biyiik operasi “Moby-Dick” var. Bu eserin tanitimi AKOB
dergisinin No. 33 Aralik 2015 sayisinda yer aliyor.

“Sahane Hayat"in operasinin promiyerini yoneten Patrick
Summers, Houston Grand Opera’nin Sanat ve Miizik
yonetmenligini yapiyor. Kendisi aralarinda “Dead Man Walking”
(“Oliim Yolunda”) (2000) ve “Moby-Dick” (2010) de olmak

iizere Heggie'nin yarim diizine operasinin diinya prémiyerini
gerceklestirdigi icin bestecinin operatik konulara yaklasimini gok
yakindan biliyor.

Heggie ve Scheer hem orijinal hikayeyi hem de Capra’nin filmini
kullandiklari halde opera her iki kaynaktan da énemli yonleriyle
degisik bir yapiya sahip. Operada olaylari Clara adli melegin bakis
acisindan goriiyoruz. Clara heniiz kanatlarini kazanmadigl igin
“Ikinci sinif melek”. Kanatlanip terfi ederek “Birinci sinif melek”
statlisiini kazanmaya caligiyor. Biitlin opera boyunca varlig
hissedilen Clara, George Bailey'i intiharin esigine getiren olaylara
sahit oluyor.
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Here are his words in response to my inquiry about the
operatic nature of the story in that interview:

“If you recall the story or the movie, it's a man thinking about
killing himself, because he hasn’t realized that his life has

any value. A magical thing happens and an angel comes and
visits him and shows him very specifically all the lives he has
touched and transformed and changed, and how the world

is a better place because of him. The fact that this man is
thinking of taking his life and leaving everything behind, and
it takes other people in his life to make him realize how special
his presence on the planet has been. This seems very operatic
to me.

He finds something very special that he did not know about
himself with the guidance of this angel, and the fact is we all
have angels in our lives that are there to show us how special
we are on the planet if we take the time to recognize it. I think
it is a story for all time and all people; it is very human, it is

a story anyone can relate to. It is recognizing that one life can
make a difference in such a profound way”

Undoubtedly the subject matter also resonates with Heggie
on a personal level. Composer’s own father committed
suicide when Heggie was just ten years old.

Jake Heggie is the immensely successful composer of the
operas “Dead Man Walking” (libretto by Terrence McNally),
“Moby-Dick” (libretto by Gene Scheer), “Great Scott!”
(McNally), “Three Decembers” (Scheer), “To Hell and Back”
(Scheer), “Out of Darkness” (Scheer), “At the Statue of
Venus” (McNally) and “The Radio Hour” (Scheer). He has
also composed more than 250 art songs, as well as chamber,
choral and orchestral works.

“It's a Wonderful Life” is the Heggie/Scheer team's third
commission from Houston Grand Opera. This company,
which was founded in 1955, enjoys a reputation for
commissioning and producing new works. These include
61 world premieres and seven American premieres since
1973. In 2008 the company premiered Heggie’s “Three
Decembers” and the song cycle “Pieces of 9/11” in 2011.
Heggie also worked with Gene Scheer on his ambitious
opera “Moby-Dick’, a review of which has appeared in
AKOB in December 2015 (No. 33 issue, in Turkish).

Houston Grand Opera’s Artistic and Music Director Patrick
Summers conducted the world premiere of “It’s a Wonderful
World”. Summers is intimately familiar with Heggie’s
operatic output. He has previously conducted the world
premieres of half a dozen Heggie operas including “Dead
Man Walking” (2000) and “Moby-Dick” (2010).

Heggie and Scheer incorporated ideas from both the
original story and the Capra movie though the opera differs
from both in several important respects. In the opera the
action is seen from the perspective of an angel named Clara,
who is a yet-wingless “Angel second-class”, aspiring to join



Clara (soprano Talise Trevigne) intiharin esigindeki George
Bailey'le (tenor William Burden)
(Foto: Karen Almond).

Clara (soprano Talise Trevigne) with the suicidal George Bailey
(tenor William Burden) (Photo: Karen Almond).

Elbette ki koruyucu melegin Clarence’tan (erkek) Clara'ya (kadin)
degistirilmesi miiziksel yonden de ¢ok uygun ¢iinkii basrollerin
duietleri bu sekilde soprano-tenor olarak renkleniyor. Opera filmden
cok daha ote bir diis diinyasinda gegiyor denebilir. Izleyiciler
kendilerini diinya ile (George) obiir diinya (Clara) arasinda gidip
gelirken buluyorlar.

Opera 0biir diinyada kanatsiz melek Clara’'nin bir dist sinifa ¢ikma
cabasiyla baslar. Intiharin esiginde olan George Bailey, Clara'nin
terfisi icin bicilmis kaftan gorlinmektedir. George’un hayatindan
cesitli sahneler goz dniine gelir: gocuklugu, yaptigi iyilikler, ileride
esi olacak Mary ile yasadigi ask, ve ardindan kendini izerinde
bulundugu koprliye getiren olaylar bir bir ortaya serilir. George
yasaminin tamamen degerden yoksun oldugunu diisiinmektedir.
Clara'ya diisen gorev George'u bunun bdyle olmadigina ikna
etmektir. Izleyici olarak Clara’nin gabalarini izlerken hem Clara'nin
kanatlarini kazanmasini hem de George’un kurtulusunu isteriz.

Kanatsiz koruyucu melek Clara (soprano Talise Trevigne) dbiir
diinyadan bitiin umudunu yitirmis George Bailey’e (tenor William
Burden) bakarken (Foto: Karen Almond).

A wingless guardian angel Clara (soprano Talise Trevigne)
looking down at the desperate George Bailey (tenor William
Burden) (Photo: Karen Almond).

the ranks of “Angels first-class” by earning her wings. Clara
is a presence throughout the opera, a witness to the events in
George Bailey’s life which brought him to the point of suicide.

Obviously the change of the guardian angel from Clarence to
Clara also makes good musical sense by allowing for soprano-
tenor duets instead of two male voices. The opera version has
much more of a dreamlike quality than the movie, switching
back and for the between the Heavens and the Earth.

The opera starts in the Heavens with Clara the angel wanting
to move up the angel hierarchy, and the suicidal George
Bailey seems to be her golden opportunity for this promotion.
The story portrays various episodes from George’s life, his
childhood, his good deeds, romance with his future wife
Mary, and the tragic events that bring him to the bridge.
George is convinced that his life has been a complete waste.
It is Clara’s job to convince him that this is not so, and we as
the audience are witness to her efforts to this end. We want
her to get her wings and we want George’s redemption and
salvation.




MAIN CAST OF ARTISTS IN THE
PREMIERE OF HEGGIE'S “IT’S A
WONDERFUL LIFE
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Rod Gilfry

Anthony D. Griffey
opkins

Heggie'nin “Sahane Hayat” operasinda sahne alan ses sanatcilari
Main cast of artists in the premiere of Heggie’s “It's a Wonderful Life”:

George Bailey (tenor): William Burden; Clara (soprano): Talise Trevigne; Mr. Potter/Mr. Gower
(baritone): Rod Gilfry; Mary Hatch Bailey (soprano): Andrea Carroll; Harry Bailey (baritone):
Joshua Hopkins; Uncle Billy Bailey (tenor): Anthony Dean Griffey.




“Sahane Hayat” operasinin promiyerinde Houston Grand Opera
orkestra ve korosunun sefligini Patrick Summers yapti. Yénetmen
Leonard Foglia bundan dnce hirgok Heggie operasina imzasini
atmis bir sanatgli olarak bu eserde de basariliydi. Sahnede yer alan
ustiin yetenekli ses sanatgilari ise soyleydi:

In the premiere of “It's a Wonderful Life” Houston Grand
Opera Orchestra and Chorus was conducted by Patrick
Summers. The director was Leonard Foglia who has staged
many Heggie premieres in the past. The wonderfully gifted
cast was as follows:

George Bailey (tenor)
Clara (soprano)

Mr. Potter/Mr. Gower (bariton/baritone)

Mary Hatch Bailey (soprano)
Harry Bailey (bariton/baritone)
Uncle Billy Bailey (tenor)

Williom Burden
Talise Trevigne

Rod Gilfry

Andrea Carroll
Joshua Hopkins
Anthony Dean Griffey

Clara roliinde olaganiistii Amerikali lirik soprano Talise Trevigne,
Houston Grand Opera’da seslendirdigi bu ilk eserde karsimiza giktl.
Billur gibi tertemiz sesiyle Heggie’nin miiziginin gerektirdigi yiksek
notalari zevkle ve bilyiik kolaylikla séyledi.

Operanin agirhgini omuzlarinda tagtyan pirtizsiiz ve giiclii sesi ve
sahne hakimiyeti ile George Bailey roliindeki tenor William Burden
oldu. Soprano Andrea Carroll, Mary olarak parladi. Zengin sesli
bariton Joshua Hopkins, George'un kardesi Harry; tenor Anthony
Dean Griffey, sevimli ama beceriksiz Uncle Billy olarak yer aldilar.
Bariton Rod Gilfry kargimiza kétii adam Mr. Potter ve kentin
eczacisi Mr. Gower olarak cift rolde ¢ikti.

George Bailey (tenor William Burden) ve “Sahane Hayat"tan bir dans
sahnesi (Foto: Karen Almond)

George Bailey (tenor William Burden) and a dance scene from “It's a
Wonderful Life” (Photo: Karen Almond).

Dekor olarak sahnede yer alan aynali bir dizi cergeve George'un
anilarina erigmek iizere kullanilan giris kapilariydi. Bunlar olaylar
dizisinin zaman ve mekan icinde akisina yon verdi. Robert Brill
tarafindan tasarlanan renkli ve hayal giicii Gstiin bu dekor biraz da
tiyler drperticiydi.

Heggie'nin akici ve genellikle melodik miizigi eski tarzda mizik
tiirlerinden de alinti yapmis: biraz caz, savas 6ncesi moda olan
stillerden secmeler, dort blyik dans pargasi ve bir mars. Ozellikle
akilda kalan bir melodi, geng George'un egzotik yerleri ziyaret

Clara was sung by the magnificent American lyric soprano
Talise Trevigne in her first role for the Houston Grand Opera.
With her crystal clear voice, she delivered her lines in the
higher registers called for by Heggie’s music joyfully and
effortlessly.

Tenor William Burden carried the weight of the opera as
George Bailey with his unfaltering, strong voice and pleasant
stage presence.

Soprano Andrea Carroll shone as Mary. Rich-voiced baritone
Joshua Hopkins as George’s brother as Harry, and tenor
Anthony Dean Griffey as the bumbling Uncle Billy helped
along wonderfully.Baritone Rod Gilfry sung in dual roles as
the villain Mr. Potter and the town pharmacist Mr. Gower.

The set featured an array of floating rectangles, which

are doors which serve as portals to George’s memories,
through which the action moves across space and time. An
imaginative and fantastical if rather eerie set designed by
Robert Brill.

Heggie’s seamless and mostly melodic musical invention also
contains a number of period pieces, including a touch of
jazz, some dance music from before the war, four big dance
numbers and a patriotic march. Particularly memorable is a
tropical dance triggered by George’s desire to visit and exotic
places called the “Mekee-Mekee” which Heggie makes use of
more than once.

The opera ends with the entire population of Bedford Falls
singing Scheer’s couplet

“No matter how your story ends
No one is a failure who has friends,”

a warm, uplifting ensemble piece designed to include the
audience as a part of the singing.

The San Francisco Opera will present the West Coast
premiere of “It's a Wonderful Life” as part of the company’s
2018-19 season. Although my personal view of the work

is positive, it is not easy to say if the Heggie opera will
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Clara sonunda kanatlarini kazanir (Foto: Karen Almond). Clara finally earns her wings (Photo: Karen Almond).

isteginin zemin hazirladigl “Mekee-Mekee” adli tropik dans. Heggie
bu melodiyi birden fazla yerde kullaniyor.

Opera, Bedford Falls’da yasayan herkesin Scheer'in su beyitini
soylemesiyle bitiyor.

“Oykiin nasil biterse bitsin

Arkadas! olan bagarisiz degildir,”
(“No matter how your story ends/
No one is a failure who has friends”)

Bu sicak, ruhu senlendirici pargayi séylemeye operanin izleyicileri
de davetliler. “Sahane Hayat"in ABD Bati Yakas! promiyeri, San
Francisco Opera’nin 2018-19 sezonunda gerceklesecek.

Kisisel olarak benim operayi degerlendirmem olumlu oldugu

halde ileride “Findikkiran” balesi gibi bir Noel gelenegi haline gelip
gelmeyecegini tahmin etmek gok glic. George’un yagaminin
karanlik yonleri vurgulandig icin yaklasim gocuklu aileler igin yeteri
kadar keyif verici olmayabilir. Operanin duygusal derinliginin Noel
ve yeni yil zamaninin hislerini dile getirmekte de ne kadar belirleyici
bir faktdr oldugunu zamanla gorecegiz.

Ne olursa olsun, Heggie ve Scheer bu klasik dykiye yepyeni bir
hayat vermigler. Heggie'nin sozleriyle:

“Oykii hayatin giizelligini ve degerini kutlama anlami tagiyor- her
birimizin ne kadar 6zel oldugunu ve varolusumuzun diinyaya kattigi
degeri irdeliyor. Zamanla degerini yitirmeyen énemli ve evrensel bir
mesaj.”

Bu mesaji sik sik hatirlamakta fayda var. Heggie ve Scheer'in

“Sahane Hayat” operasinin her Aralik'ta yeniden gosterilmesini
dilerim.
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become a holiday tradition like “The Nutcracker”. It may be
that the darker aspects of George’s existence that the opera
emphasizes are not family-friendly enough for the general
public. We will have to wait and see if the level of emotional
depth of the opera will be the determining factor in capturing
the holiday spirit.

In any case, Heggie and Scheer breathed a new life into this
classic story. As Heggie says

“The story is a celebration of the value and goodness of life —
and the difference each one of us can make on the planet. It’s a
big, universal message that resonates through time.”

I don’t think we can be reminded of this message often
enough. I wish Heggie and Scheer’s “It's a Wonderful Life”
many December revivals.

The creative cast of “It's a Wonderful Life” at the end of the opera singing:
“No matter how your story ends, No one is a failure who has friends.”
(Photo: Omer Egecioglu).

“Sahane Hayat"| hayata getiren kadro operanin sonunda sahnede hep
beraber sarki sdylerken: “No matter how your story ends, No one is a
failure who has friends.” (Foto: Omer Egecioglu).



