Honors and Awards

Readers can find the latest news at www.cs.colorado.edu/department/news.

Faculty and Staff
Grants administrator Evan Cantor received the Employee Recognition Award for September.

Mike Eisenberg is a recipient of the 2010 Thomas Jefferson Award for his classes inspire origami and other see-and-touch mathematics. Former chair Liz Bradley wrote of his work, “Mike is one of our best-loved teachers, even though he insists on deep thinking and hard work. His courses are, in my opinion, the most innovative in the department.”
Gerhard Fischer was elected a Fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery for his contributions to human computer interaction and computer-mediated lifelong learning.

Dean’s Faculty Fellowships were awarded to Dirk Grunwald, Buzz King and Henry Tufo.

Rick Han and his graduate students won the computer science award in CU’s New Venture Challenge for their iPhone application, Hoozat, which allows users to view the Facebook profiles of people who are physically near to them. Han worked with his graduate students, including Seth Murray, to develop and market the application.

Robin Knight is among fifty of the nation's best early career science faculty who have received the prestigious Howard Hughes Medical Institute Early Career Scientist Award for 2009. He will receive a six-year appointment to the Institute, allowing the freedom to explore his best ideas without worrying about where to find the money to fund those experiments. 
Clayton Lewis was elected a member of the Association for Computing Machinery’s CHI Academy, an honorary group of individuals who have made substantial contributions to the field of computer-human interaction. In September, Lewis also received the dean’s performance award for professional progress.
Faculty members Jim Martin and Tammy Sumner along with former students Steven Bethard and Philipp Wetzler received the 2009 Vannevar Bush Best Paper Award at the 2009 ACM/IEEE-CS Joint Conference on Digital Libraries for their work on "Automatically Characterizing Resource Quality for Educational Digital Libraries.” Kirsten Butcher, of the University of Utah, was also a co-author.
Sriram Sankaranarayanan was the recipient of the ACM SIGSOFT Distinguished Paper Award presented at the 24th ACM/IEEE International Conference on Automated Software Engineering held in Auckland. 
Doug Sicker, along with colleagues Eric Frew (aerospace) and Robert McLeod  (ECEE) of electrical,  was selected to receive Faculty Achievement Awards from the provost. Sicker was selected as a Senior Advisor to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) National Broadband Plan, where he is leading the task force on research and development recommendations. He also recently received an IBM Faculty Award.
The research supporting Health Bridge includes community building, curriculum design, and K-12 outreach activities. Katie and the Wellness Innovation and Interaction Lab will collaborate with The Bridge Project to design Health Bridge. Research methodology and results will be integrated into her established health related course and specialized undergraduate curriculum in health related informatics. In addition, they will help increase the pipeline of future informaticians by developing outreach materials that will be distributed by the National Center for Women & Information Technology and the Computer Science Teachers Association Roadshow initiatives.

Students

Jude Allred received the college’s spring award for outstanding graduate for service.

Jacob Burton, a joint major in computer science and international affairs, has earned the prestigious Boren Scholarship, offered by the Institute of International Education through their National Security Education Program. The highly competitive, national scholarship is awarded on the basis of merit and relevance of the student’s academic and professional pursuits to the international interests of the United States.

Scott Busch received the college’s fall award for outstanding graduate for service.
David Cheeseman received the Chancellor’s Graduate Award for Excellence in STEM Education.
Daniel Costinett won an award for his work at the spring Discovery Learning Center research symposium.

Julia Goodrich was awarded a prestigious Goldwater scholarship. Her undergraduate thesis work is with Robin Knight in the analysis of DNA sequences.
Ryan Kennedy was named the department’s outstanding graduating student for 2009.

Jonathan Mai and Michael Ton were recipients of the 2009 Domino Award, which is given annually to students for an outstanding essay honoring the impact that other computer scientists have made on modern society. Mai wrote on Bill Gates development of Altair Basic, and Ton’s essay highlighted the invention of the transistor. The award, sponsored by CU alumni Herb Morreale, includes a $500 prize.

Damon McCoy was named a 2009 Computing Innovation Fellow by the Computing Research Association. This award provides funding for postdoctoral work at the University of California-San Diego under the mentorship of Stefan Savage.

The 2009 winner of the Lloyd Fosdick award for outstanding group-based student project was SketchCraft: A Sketch-Based, Physics-Enabled Video Game. Project team members were undergraduate Computer Science majors Evan McQuinn, Geoffrey Mitchell, Colin Rieger, Marek Sotola and Jani Strzepek.

Kate Starbird received an NSF fellowship. She also won second-place with her social media innovation Tweak the Tweet in a national technology competition, Random Hacks of Kindness, focused on improving communication during disasters.

Alumni
James Barton (MS 1982) was honored by IEEE with the 2010 IEEE Masaru Ibuka Consumer Electronics Award. The award recognizes Barton for contributions to the development and commercialization of digital video recorders and was presented recently at the IEEE International Conference on Consumer Electronics in Las Vegas.

Maryam Gooyabadi was recently named a Global Social Innovation Fellow by the Orbis Institute for her project LeadAWay. The project creates a leadership and economic development model for the establishment if self-sustaining orphanages in communities around the world.

