no longer
with us

1 started my day on Monday April 11,
2011 by reading the devastating news
of Daniel Catdn's death at the age of
only 62. He passed away unexpectedly
in his sleep on Saturday April 9 in
Austin,Texas, the cause of death was a
sudden cardiac arrest. He had started
working on a new project based on the
Frank Capra movie Meet John Doe,
this was to be his first English language
opera.

Daniel Catdn was an exquisite composer
and an erudite, gentle person. He was
modest to a fault. Words fail me to
express the sorrow I feel by his passing.
I do not want to tell you here about his
accomplishments and Il Postino. I have
written about these already and it should
be easy to see my enthusiasm about him
and admiration for his music in these
writings. I will reproduce here instead

a few remarks he made during our
correspondence.

When I got in touch with him in 2010
to request an interview for AKOB,
he replied "Did you know that my
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artik aramizda degil
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I'l Nisan 201 | Pazartesi giinii opera bestecisi Daniel Catan’in 62
yasinda aramizdan ayrildigi haberini duyunca i¢im burkuldu. Hig
beklenmedik bir sekilde 9 Nisan Cumartesi gecesi Austin Texasda
uykusunda ani bir kalp krizi sonucu hayatini kaybeden Catan, Frank
Capra’nin Meet John Doe adli filmi iizerine yeni bir opera projesi ile
ugrasiyordu. Bu onun ilk Ingilizce operasi olacakti.

Daniel Catdn harikulade bir besteci ve engin bilgili, nazik, sicak bir
insandi. Olmamasi gerektigi kadar algak goniilliiydii. Aramizdan
ayrilmasindan duydugum hiiznii ifade edecek kelimeleri bulamiyorum.
Sizlere basarilan ve Il Postino hakkinda bilgi vermeyecegim. Bunlar
lizerine zaten yazdim. Besteci hakkinda duydugum heyecani ve miizigine
duydugum hayranhg bunlarda gérmek kolay saniyorum. Onun yerine
sizlere bana yazdiklarindan birkag érnek verecegim.

2010 senesinde AKOB icin bir soylesi yapmak iizere kendisi ile iletisim
kurduktan sonra Catan bana;
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"Dedemin Tiirk oldugunu biliyormuydun? Yani Tiirk opera severler icin bir
soylesi yapmak istemem icin pek ¢ok neden var" diye yazarak evindeki
¢alisma odasinda "Tiirk kahvesi" icmeye davet etmisti. AKOB dergisinin
Eyliil 2010 sayisinda gikan bu soylesidir. Derginin kendisine gonderdigim
kopyasina bir not ekleyip AKOB Kuliibii'niin ne kadar kalitesi stiin

bir dergi cikarmayi basardiklarini séylemistim. Bana 201 I’in Ocak ayi
sonunda yazdi:

"Sevgili Omer, AKOB dergisini gonderdigin icin cok tesekkiirler. Yazdigin
makale gercekten cok hosuma gitti. Tebrikler. Hakhisin, gercekten ¢ok
kaliteli basilmis. Sana cevap yazmam zaman aldi ¢iinkii su anda Austin
Texas’tayim. Nisan ayinin sonuna kadar bir dénem burada kalacagim.
Hayat fazla yogun gegiyor ama hersey yolunda...Senin de iyi oldugunu
umarim. Kendine iyi bak, simdilik en iyi dileklerimle, Daniel"

Ne yazik ki bu Nisan son Nisan’i olacakt.

Il Postino‘nun Los Angeles’taki agilisinda bulundum.AKOB dergisinin
Ocak 201 | sayisinda cikan elestirimi su sozlerle bitirmistim "Eser Verdi
ve Puccini’nin aligilmis operalari gibi eski stilde aryalar, diietler ve koro
pargalari ile kurulmus klasik bir yapiya sahip. Placido Domingo’yu bu
eserde sahnede dinlemek biiyiik bir keyifti. Il Postino’nun Cdtan (ve
Domingo) igin biiyiik bir basari olduguna eminim. Bu opera hakkinda
yorumlar ve diisiincelerin yazilmasi uzun bir siire devam edecek.
Dinleyicinin ayagini yerden kesen giizellikteki miizigi ile Il Postino’nun
gelecegin klasikleri arasinda yer alacagina hig siiphem yok."

Bir kopyasini kendisini gonderdim. Bana séyle yazdi:

"Tesekkiirler, Omer, ne kadar giizel bir elestiri! Gergekten ¢ok naziksin.
Tiirkiye'de seslendirilse ne hos olurdu degil mi? "

Evet.Tiirkiyede seslendirilse gercekten ¢ok hos olurdu.

Vefatindan bir siire sonra esi arp¢i Andrea Puente’ye taziyetlerimi
bildirmek istedim.Yanlshkla actigim cep telefonunda Catdn’in kendi
sesinden bir mesaj birakmami soyledigini duymak icimde biiyiik bir
bosluk ve burukluk birakti. Esine ve ailesinin diger mensuplarina sabir ve
metanet dilerim.

Daniel Catdn drnek bir insan ve harikulade bir opera bestecisiydi.Yeri
doldurulamayacak. Kendisini sahsen tanimis olmak benim igin biiyiik bir
ayricalikt.

grandfather was Turkish? So, as you can
see, there are several reasons why I would
be happy to have an interview for Turkish
opera lovers" and invited me to his house
to have "Turkish coffee" in his study. This
is the interview that appeared in the AKOB
magazine in September 2010. I sent him a
copy commenting on what a great job the
AKOB group had done in producing a quality
publication. He wrote back at the end of
January, 2011 :

"Dear Omer,

Thank you so much for sending the magazine
AKOB. I really enjoyed the article you wrote.
Congratulations. You are right, they did a
very fine job with it. I took long to get back to
you because I am in Austin, TX at the moment.
I will be here for one semester, till the end of
April. Life has been a little hectic, but all is
well... I hope you are well. Take care and all
the best for now.

Daniel"

Unhappily, this April was to be his last.

1 attended the premiére of Il Postino in Los
Angeles. I ended my review of the opera in

the January 2011 issue of AKOB by the words
"It is constructed in an old fashioned style

ala Verdi with set pieces, gorgeous arias,
solos and duets. It was a privilege to listen

to Pldcido Domingo live in Il Postino. I can
safely say that for Cdtan (and Domingo), Il
Postino has been nothing short of a triumph. I
believe people will be talking about this opera
for a long time and this sweeping and lush 11
Postino will have a long and successful life
and will become one of the classic works in
the field."

1 sent him a copy of the review. He replied:

"Thanks, Omer, what a nice review! You are
very kind indeed. It would be incredible if it
were done in Turkey, don't you think?"

Yes. I do think this.

When I called his cell phone in my daze

a few days after his passing to talk to his
wife, harpist Andrea Puente to express my
condolences, hearing his voice urging me

to leave a message left me quite hollow and
miserable. Right now I wish her and the rest
of his family patience and strength.

Daniel Catdn was as examplary person and
an exquisite composer. He will be sorely
missed. I feel myself privileged to have known
him in person.
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